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Hello!
Haven’t
things
changed a lot in two months?
Since our last issue we find
ourselves living in a time
where a country over 1,700
miles away is struggling, but
there was no hesitation across
the NG16 area in stepping
up to do something about it.
In recent weeks we’ve
been flooded with stories
of
people
doing
good
things selflessly for others.
It really is a pleasure to
receive them, and I’ve
stopped being surprised. It
now just feels completely
normal to hear it happening.
Since our last issue, we’ve
welcomed new members to
our team. Hello Alan and Peter!
Thank
you for every
supportive
message
we
receive. It’s good to know
we’re doing some good. But
it’s even better when we
hear you are. - Ben Cropley
Chief Editor
Ben Cropley
ben@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 676
Editor and Schools Liaison
Rachel Cropley
rachel@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 530
Copy Editor
Julie King
julie@thenugget.org.uk

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Who are we?
We are a Community Interest
Company. We aim to strengthen local
communities by celebrating
the best of them!
www.thenugget.org.uk

Community Poll

In February we asked
our readers to,
"Tell us your favourite place to go
in the local area". Here's what you
said!

Community Ambassadors
Our Community Ambassadors
live and breath the areas they
write about! They are..
Nuthall
Louise Turgoose
louise@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 577

Kimberley
Alan Gregory
alan@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 582

Awsworth and Cossal
Alison Hendry
alison@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 566

Strelley
Emma Atkinson
emma@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 568

Eastwood
Diane Rowley
diane@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 567

Jacksdale and Westwood
Richard Harrell
richard@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 580

Brinsley
Joe James
joe@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 569

Food and Drink
Ambassador

Photograph of St Patricks Church,
Kimberley Road, Nuthall, taken
around 1855.
Some existing stonework is as old as
the 13th Century!

"You can't go wrong with a walk
around the [Brinsley] headstocks.
Beautiful all year round" - Mark,
Eastwood
"I'm happy to run anywhere in the
local area. It's got a lot of history to
it, so there's sights everywhere" Susan, Nuthall
"I very much enjoy sitting and
listening to Cromford Canal" Connor, Jacksdale
"I enjoy a visit to Felley Priory. Their
gardens are beautiful throughout
Spring and Summer" - Rowan,
Underwood

Laura Bailey
laura@thenugget.org.uk

Arts Ambassador
Rosie Braddy
rosie@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 584

Sports Ambassador
www.facebook.com/nugglenugget

Peter Morley
peter@thenugget.org.uk
(0115) 8390 676

Tell us about a cherished
memory in the NG16 area and be
featured in the June issue poll.

hello@thenugget.org.uk
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"EXCEPTIONAL"
LOCAL
BUSINESS UP
FOR ANOTHER
AWARD

England’s Business Awards
are kicking off again and
we can announce that local
estate agent, Watsons Estate
Agents, are up for recognition.
The process will see them
competing against hundreds
in the Nottinghamshire area.
Many of our readers
will be familiar with how
Watsons Estate Agents are
engaged with their local
community, often stepping
up to sponsor ambitious
events or offer their support.
In fact, if it wasn’t for their
early support, The Nugget
wouldn’t be where it is today.
25th March was their 5th
birthday. But, despite their
youth, they sell four times more
than other agents in the NG16
area which I think speaks
to the trust and credibility
they offer as a business.
The
selection
process
happens in the coming
Summer, and we wanted
to encourage any readers
with
similar
positive
experiences to show their
support at the following link:
www.thenugget.org.uk/eba
Ben
Cropley

of the junior members of the
club, to establish strong and
foundations and positive
attitudes about the sport.
Pauline is only the 3rd person
in the clubs thirty-three
year history to earn the title,
alongside Sensei John and
Sensei Paul. - Ben Cropley

HOUSEBOUND
WITHOUT ANY
SHOES

Newly appointed local Sensei,
Pauline!

NEW SENSEI ON
THE BLOCK

Kimberley
Shotokan
Karate Club have awarded
local
Martial
Artist,
Pauline, the title of Sensei.
Karate is an excellent sport
to get into, offering great
friendships and a great way
to stay healthy and grounded.
Pauline has been active in
the club since 1998, and has
a good record of working
with, and improving the skills,

Imagine being housebound
simply
because
you
couldn’t
buy
shoes
that support you well.
Picture risking falls and
injury with every step because
your shoes don’t fit correctly.
Try telling a toddler that
they can’t go and enjoy
the
outdoors
because
well fitting baby shoes
were
not
‘essential’.
So many of our friends and
neighbours could easily be in
this situation if it wasn’t for the
care and skills of Rachael from
The Little Shoe Company.
Nuthall
based
Rachael
started up a mobile shoe
fitting service a few years ago
for families and the elderly.
During
the
pandemic,
Rachael’s child and ladies
shoe shop had to close its
doors and her mobile business
could not fully operate.
However, she received...
continued on page 4
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PHOEBE
MAKES THE
NATION LAUGH
ON BBC4

The Little Shoe Company headquarters
...continued from page 3
many messages and calls for
help from families desperate
for footwear for their children
who had outgrown their shoes!
Rachael helped remotely with
measuring and then delivered
shoes to their doorstep.
As restrictions lifted further,
she was able to do doorstep/
outside fittings. This ensured
that local families could
still access well fitted,
comfortable shoes during a
time where getting outside
was more important than ever.
Rachael, who is an expert
shoe fitter of 15 years and
is part of the Society of
Shoe Fitters says, “One of
the most important yet most
abused parts of the body
is our feet. Shoes are the
only item of clothing that
can damage our health!”
Now that the pandemic is
over, Rachael is back visiting
care homes and elderly locals
in need of help. “I provide a
professional measuring and
fitting service in the comfort
of your own home and cater
for all kinds of problem feet!
Sometimes people struggle
for months [to get shoes] so
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it’s lovely to fit them properly.
More and more of my
customers are now reluctant
to go out or simply don’t have
the mobility, so I go to them.”
Whilst some people are
referred to her service by
their doctors or others are
booked on to the service
by care home managers,
Rachael stresses that it’s
not just the elderly who can
use this service. “This is also
an option for busy families
or children with special
needs. We can measure
and fit at home rather than
a trip out to the shoe shop.”
If this is something you
would like to know more
about, or if you’d like to book
an appointment, please give
Rachael a call on 07973 852
922 or email her at info@
thelittleshoecompany.co.uk
Louise
Turgoose

Local
actress,
Phoebe
Brown, found her comedy
short film “Hung Out To Dry”
broadcast on BBC4s “Female
Filmmakers
Too”,
which
celebrates intriguing and
emerging female storytellers.
Written and Directed by both
Phoebe and Jake Keslsall,
the short film makes light
of the fairly mundane job of
hanging your washing out.
Beneath
the
laughter
is a thought provoking
message
about being
playful and having fun.
Go to www.thenugget.org.
uk/hotd to see the short film.
When was the last time you
decided to have a dance off
with your neighbour? Maybe
you should give it a go. It’ll have
you feeling happy and bright
- promise! - Ben Cropley

Phoebe taking the washing to
task in Hung Out To Dry

GET PAID TO EXERCISE

We are recruiting people to help distribute this magazine.
Good rates of pay, Flexible hours.
Contact sam@thenugget.org.uk to learn more
4
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WOULD YOU
WALK 45
MILES?

Local fitness and health
company,
Challenge
Life Fitness, and others
undertook
a
huge
challenge in early March.
They walked 100,000 steps
(45 miles!) in 18 hours, aiming
to raise as much money
as possible for Footprints
Conductive Education Centre.
Footprints are a local charity
that enable babies and
pre-school aged children
with motor difficulty, or
motor delay, to develop
their mobility, coordination
and communication skills.
13 people took part with
an average age of 49. The
route took them south from
Kimberley to Trowell, east
to West Bridgford, north
to Arnold, Hucknall and
Newstead Village before
making their way back south
towards Kimberley, finishing
at the Chapel on The Hill.
On 19th March, Challenge
Life Fitness presented the
money raised to Footprints
at
Beauvale
Priory.
A massive £5560 was
raised, thanks to their efforts.
Challenge Life Fitness said,
“We’d like to thank everyone
involved and especially to
you that made donations
and or support throughout”.

Jay Wright, from Challenge Life
Fitness

Jay Wright, from Challenge Life Fitness, presenting a cheque for £5560 to
Footprints Conductive Education

Chainsaw art by artist, Mark Butler, which can be found
on Strelley Recreation Ground
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Pictured above is Tom Hopkinson himself!

TOPHATS, TUBA AND A
CHAT OVER TEA WITH
LOCAL SINGER, TOM
Art’s
Ambassador
Rosie
recently
caught
up
with
local
Opera
singer, Tom Hopkinson.
Tom’s voice is a delight
to listen to, and he
takes care of the lower
notes in a performance.
Art is certainly calling
for this Basso Cantante
as his professional status
transitions
from
‘Young
Artist’ to
‘In
Demand’.
Opera
singers
are
stereotypically
known
to
be the ‘Divas’ of the music
world but as we sipped tea
and coffee at Farm Fresh
in Kimberley, nothing could
be further from that label.
Tom spoke about his
experiences on his opera
courses and young artist
programs, as well as having a
giggle at the anecdotes from
productions and concerts
which was a real treat for me.
What struck me about
Tom was the genuine pride
he has for his work and the
dedication to the art form.
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No Divos here though, just
a very down to earth man
who has created a profession
doing something he loves
through talent, hard work,
and being a nice chap.
Originally
from
Nuthall
and a student at Kimberley
Comprehensive
school,
Tom spent his earlier years
enjoying music as a brass
player,
usually
carting
around a Tuba – the largest
of the brass instruments!
He
then
headed
to
Lincolnshire
to
study
education
& music at
Bishop
Grosseteste
University
College.
For many, the love for
classical music tends to come
down through family members
or teachers at school, but
for Tom, the serendipity
moment happened when a
Mozart CD was an added
freebie with a newspaper.
This album of varied Mozart
works was what sparked a
real passion for the genre at a
pinnacle age. Tom assures me

he still owns this CD, and it will
forever stay in his collection.
A keepsake that spurred him
onto a path he may not have
been exposed to otherwise.
Whilst at Bishop Grosseteste,
it was compulsory to be a
part of the university choir.
Until this moment, Tom
had not considered singing
as anything other than the
karaoke moments in the
shower, but vocally he was
noticed very quickly and
began
singing
lessons.
Before too long, Tom
was studying a Masters
in
Vocal
Performance
at the prestigious Royal
Northern College of Music
in Manchester, graduating
in 2014 furthering on with
the National Opera Studio
in 2020/21 after 6 years
working as chorus and cover.

Tom performing as The Mourner in
Fantasio

Covid-19 took its toll
on
the
music
industry
but did not deter Tom.
The light at the end of
the tunnel for Tom was
accepting his debut role at
The Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden in London
in the mammoth operatic
work by Wagner, Lohengrin
staged by critically acclaimed
director
David
Alden.
7 performances between the
19th ofApril and 14th May 2022.
We all from the Nugget
wish him a Toi Toi Toi to his
performances! - Rosie Braddy
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WHO WOULD HAVE
THOUGHT IT WOULD
HAVE SUCH AN
IMPACT ON MY LIFE

A story of how one
man’s
passion
for
music found him love.
I recently had the pleasure
of an interview with Thomas
Wilbraham. He has lived
in Jacksdale all his life.
As a young man Tom’s
dream was to play a guitar
in a band. It started when
he was just 11-year-old.
Some of the “lads” he
knew would mess around on
guitars. One day, Tom had
a go himself and fell in love.
Tom’s eyes light up when he
tells this story. It was obviously
a big moment for him.
Usually, they’d meet up at
one of his friends’ houses.
Tom reminds me that, “back
then you didn’t have a lot”, but
that “it felt good to have a try.”
Playing music was obviously
a break from normal life.
When
playing
music
with his friends, he would
imagine himself on stage
playing to the crowds. He
listened to bands like the
Shadows,
the
Drifters...
Anything with guitar solos!
Tom went on to ask his
parents for guitar lessons.
They agreed to send him
to Eastwood for 1 hours
worth of lessons every week.
Tom went on to tell me a
story about his home-made
guitar. Later on in life, he
used an old solid bed-head to
construct the body of a guitar.
He told me about the moment
of completion, after making
a final trip to Lynwood’s
music shop in Eastwood,
to get bits he needed.
Tom said, “My guitar
played... It actually played!
I was over the moon. I even

Tom's band, Response! Left to right we have Tom, Richard Amos, John Gains,
David Hemstock and Arthur Hemstock

converted it to electric.”
He would go on to form a
band with friends, who called
themselves “The Fugitives.”
They began practicing a
band members parents in the
Selston area but would soon be
a little too loud for neighbours.
They
began
practicing
at the Church Huts, on
Main
Road,
Jacksdale.
They would practice almost
every week, and once they
knew they were ready, they
took to stage at local venues
and even supported Dave
Kaye and The Dykcons.
The band would go on to split
amicably, and Tom went on to
form the band “Response”,
with members from Jacksdale,
Eastwood
and
Selston.
Richard Amos would play
drums, John Gains was the
singer,
David
Hemstock
Rhythm
Guitar,
Arthur
Hemstock
Bass
Guitar
and Tom on Lead Guitar.
Response would go on to
play at venues across the
country, including Rotherham
and Wolverhampton. But
the one that made the
biggest impact on Tom was
his shows at the legendary
Grey Topper, in Jacksdale.
This gave Tom the opportunity
to share the stage with some

of the big acts of the era, such
as Shaking Stevens, PaperLace and The Searchers.
During
this
period
of
success, the band needed
transport and being young
they didn’t have much
between them in the way of
cars or cash, so they hired a
local chap with a van to help
them move the equipment
around. One night he decided
to bring his daughter with him
to get a lift to the Grey Topper.
Tom told me that, “...it was
the night I found love because
I met someone special.
Carole was her name.”
He told me that the stage
is where the magic happens.
“When the sounds all come
together, that’s a great feeling.”
Tom now plays in a band
called “The Elderberries.”
They still practise once
a week at each other’s
houses. Specialising in 60’s
and 70’s music and play at
local events and clubs as
and when they are asked.
A quote from Tom to finish
off... “My love for the guitar
has never left me and has
brought me love in another
way, who would ever have
thought it would have such
an impact on my life.”
Richard
Harrell
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A small snippet of Kimberley, as it was in
1878, according to Ordnance Survey
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Then and Now

A massive thanks to Cheryl Henshaw, who has allowed use of her then and now photographs, showing
areas of the NG16 postcode as they were then, and what they are now. The photograph below shows
Nottingham Road, in Eastwood. But, what year was it taken?

Send your answers to thenandnow@thenugget.org.uk and the closest will be announced
in the next issue!

9
NuggetApril.indd 9

25/03/2022 10:36

GARDEN JOBS
FOR
APRIL AND MAY

Gardeners' Corner
By Leanne Bonnington-Rhodes

Here are some other jobs to
be getting on with in the garden
over the next few months:

Welcome
to
Gardeners’
Corner!
Spring is finally here
and
everything
is
starting to burst into life.
As our environment and
wildlife are under threat it
is more important than ever
that we all do our bit to help.
It is also vital that we
teach the next generation
to
do
the
same.
A great way to engage young
children is in our Grow-Along!

The Nugget's
Sunflower
and
Nasturtium
Grow-Along!
Nasturtiums and sunflowers
are a great choice because
they are very easy to grow
and they provide a source
of food for many pollinators.
The flowers and leaves
of nasturtiums are edible
so you can use them to
add colour and flavour
to summer salads and
even
some
desserts.
Sunflower petals are edible
and the seeds they produce
are a great treat for birds.
The seeds can be roasted
in the oven with a bit of salt
and oil for a delicious snack.
The seeds from both
plants can also be saved
so that you can grow them
again, year upon year.
To take part you will need...

APRIL

Spring has come on Nottingham
Road, Nuthall. Thanks Louise!

•
•
•

To

Sunflower or
Nasturtium seeds
Peat free soil
pots (consider reusing
old pots with holes in
the bottom or making
paper pots - page 11)
plant

your

seeds...

1. Fill your pot with peatfree compost, leaving
a 1-2cm gap at the top
2. Place one seed in the
centre of each pot
3. Fill to the top with
compost.
Leave
on
a
sunny
windowsill, and seedlings
should emerge in 2 weeks.
Keep the compost moist but
be careful not to waterlog it.
They can be planted
outside around May, once
risk of frost has gone.

• Deadhead spring bulbs
so
they
don’t
waste
energy
setting
seed.
• Protect
new
shoots
of
vulnerable
plants
from slugs and snails.
• Divide
mature
clumps
of hardy perennials to
reinvigorate
them
and
to produce new plants.
• Prune buddleias, hydrangeas
and fuchsias to a healthy
shoot lower down the stem..
• Repair
bare
patches
in
your
lawn.

MAY

• Plant out dahlias tubers once
the risk of frost has passed.
• Tie in new shoots of climbing
plants to their supports.
• Feed your spring bulbs
to encourage a good
display
next
year.
• Regularly hoe off weeds.
• Leave a patch of lawn.
to grow for wildlife as
part of the Plantlife ‘No
Mow
May’
Campaign.
• Check for nesting birds
before trimming hedges.

Share your progress
with us by email to

hello@thenugget.org.uk

Photograph from February on
Nottingham Road, Nuthall
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NG16's
HIDDEN GEM

Somewhere in the most
southern
reaches
of
Nuthall,
sits a garden
tended to with love and care.
There are many like it, but
this one is special. Because,
it’s the only domestic garden
in the entire NG16 postcode
that opens it’s gates to
visitors as part of the National
Open
Garden
Scheme.
Richard and Sue tend to this
garden. I first met them during
an estate wide Jumble Sale.
They were selling plants.
I asked them what they
had for sale that was easy
to look after, as we’d just
had a baby at the time.
Richard went on to walk
me through a larger than
expected array of plants. I
made my choice, and that
plant survives to this day!
The
National
Open
Garden Scheme organises
access
to
over
3,500
private gardens across the
country throughout the year.
Access
costs
money,
but all in the benefit of
associated
charities.
Richard and Sue opened
up
their
garden
most
recently in mid February.
They managed to raise
over £700 for Nursing
Charities.
Well
done!
The garden will be open
again on 24th April, 10am to
4pm. They say, “Our spring
garden has lots of colour with
many rare and unusual plants
- miniature narcissus, acers,
aconites and magnolias. A
good selection of unusual
pots and garden ornaments.
Plant sales will be available on
both dates. “ Don’t miss your
chance to visit! To book entry,
www.thenugget.org.uk/nhg
Ben
Cropley
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REUSE THIS MAGAZINE TO
MAKE SOME PLANT POTS

Use your old Nugget
Magazines
to
create
environmentally
friendly
plant pots for seeding plants.

1.
Using one sheet
of paper fold it almost in
half leaving approx 3cm
at the top. Fold that strip
down like an envelope.

2.
Using a small jar (or
can) place it on the bottom
edge of the paper (leaving
a little sticking out makes it
easier to remove the jar!)
with the hole facing up.

3.
Roll
the
paper
snuggly around the jar.
Let us tell people about your good
deeds... It might inspire someone
else to do the same!
hello@thenugget.org.uk

4.
Tuck the paper into
the hole at the top of your jar.
5.
Turn
your
jar
upside down and push
down to create a seal for
the bottom of your pot.

6.
Fill with compost
and plant your seeds!
Pop them into a box or tub to
make them easier to move - the
paper does get a little soggy.

As the paper will compost
you could plant these straight
out into the garden or give
them to your friends as a gift..
You
touch
on
many
areas of learning when
doing this with children.
Maths: How many seeds vs
how many plant pots? Full, half
full and empty, measuring how
big it’s grown, big and small,
the months of the year and
when we should plant them.
English: Looking at and
spotting words on the
seed
packets,
listening
for and writing the letters
onto the lollipop sticks to
remind us what was what.
Science: about how to
make that little seed grow
and naming the parts of the
plant. - Rachel Cropley
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When people advertise to
our 20,000 readers,
they're not just
paying for a space in
a magazine, they're
investing cash.
And they expect a return.
To hear how we can give
you return on your
advertising investment,
contact us on
(0115) 8390 586 or
advertising@thenugget.org.uk

C OMMUNITY
AMBASSADOR
SPOTLIGHT
Louise Turgoose
Nuthall
We caught up with our
Nuthall Ambassador and
Special Projects Manager,
Louise, to ask her some
questions about Nuthall and
her work at The Nugget.
1. What’s your favourite
thing
about
Nuthall?
That’s like asking me
to
pick
my
favourite
Revel, it changes weekly!
I’d say that, this month,
it’s that ‘Close-knit Village’
feeling you get from Nuthall.

I can take a walk and
within minutes see spring
flowers
blooming,
hear
birds
singing
and
say
“Hello” to at least 3 people.
Kids play outside together and
neighbours chat over fences.
I never feel alone here
and
there’s
always
something
happening.
30 minutes in one direction
and you’re in the city with the
hustle and bustle, shops and
cinemas, but go in the other
direction and you’re in the
middle of the countryside.
Despite being cut in half by
a major road, Nuthall is one
community and it really shows.
2.
What’s
your
history
with
Nuthall?
Nuthall and I go way back!

I learned to read and write at
Horsendale Primary, made
lifelong friends during my
secondary years, and got my
first job here in my teen’s.
I don’t remember living
anywhere before Nuthall
and it feels like ‘home’.
Nuthall has seen me at
my best and my worst,
and all stages in between.
I wonder how many of our
readers are rolling their eyes
at the memories of us all or
trying to place my maiden
name as they read this!?
3.
Do
you
have
a
favourite story that we’ve
covered at the Nugget?
I think my favourite stories
are the ones that make
you feel good about the
community we live in and
the people surrounding us.
So many people here in
Nuthall just want to do their
best and help as much as they
can and it really shows in the
amount of ‘good news’ and
‘charity fundraising’ stories we
produce here at The Nugget.
I think my current favourite is
the story of Adam Cook and his
fundraising for a storm shelter
at Brinsley Animal Rescue.
He managed to raise over
£3,400.00 to help the animals
at Brinsley Animal Rescue and
I can only imagine the huge
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Nuthall Community Ambassador, Louise accompanied by E!
difference that made for them. social groups are planning
4. What do you think Nuthall their own celebrations, and
should look forward to in 2022? everyone is getting involved.
2022 is going to be a big
I think the community spirit
year for Nuthall, I think. here will only increase in 2022,
All restrictions have lifted and we can all look forward to
and our social groups, the happiness that will bring!
clubs
and
pub
quiz
5. What would you say
teams are back in action. to someone who wanted
This year will play host to the to do something special
Queen’s Jubilee, with parties for their community but
planned across the nation – needed some convincing?
some of the best of which, we
Everything, no matter how
hope, will be here in Nuthall big and fabulous, had to
and it’s surrounding areas. start from something small;
Neighbours and friends are a series of little steps that
planning street parties, local equal one amazing feat.
authorities, churches and
If you would like to do

something special for your
community, the only advice
I can give you is to
make a start. If there’s a
particular area you’re stuck
on, ask for help or advice.
We
have
so
many
knowledgeable, passionate
and caring people here in
Nuthall to help you achieve
your dreams, no matter
what those dreams are.
The
confidence
boost
you get when you can look
back at something and
say, “I did that” is immense
and that feeling sticks with
you long after the event.
Thanks Louise! It’s a
pleasure to have you on
the team!

The bell tower at The Old School
Room, Cossall, was recently
restored. Onlookers admire it at the
opening ceremony.
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TANYA DID
SOMETHING
ABOUT IT

Poetry Corner

This issues poetry comes from
local poet Terry Burrows
The Kingfisher

Descending towards dark
curtain of rippling water.
Bluey/green wings shining with an
Iridescent glow.
Falling into brown fluvial
environment. Entering it as a foreign
invader, to pierce and penetrate
with rapacious beak.
Scattering icy drops of pearly, bubbly
liquid with powerful sweep of
cobalt pinions. Hungry mandibles
seizing helpless prey.
Releasing itself from the womb of a
watery world. A blue missible thrusting
into gauzy sky. Fish clamped
helplessly in predatory jaws.
Skimming across river. Shadowing
it with aquamarine wings of
light. Entering heart of embankment
in hunter’s triumph.

Winter

Low sky wrapping round the hill.
Frozen river near watermill.
People shuddering in freezing air.
Snowflakes dancing everywhere.
Icicles like speared hardened to stone.
Snowmen seem to have grown and grown.
Beneath the shadow of a weakening sun,
animals sleep when day is done.
Garden coated in blankets of white
as restless robins take to flight.
Wind’s icy fingers move through sky,
making people’s hair to fly.
In a kingdom of white morning sun aspires
to set the world below on fire.
Its lance of brightness pierces the sky.
Causing winter to shrivel and die.

Share your own with hello@thenugget.org.uk
14
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Introducing Tanya, a local
lady living in Jacksdale (my
neighbour as it happens).
Tanya is a lady who
was struggling with the
world and how her autism
affected her day to day in
instances such as work.
She tried various avenues
of employment and found
that it was difficult settling
in any of the work places.
She found herself masking
(covering
up
her
real
personality) to fit in and this
was exhausting for her, as
anyone with autism will know.
She would arrive home tired
and fed up on a daily basis.
Covid hit in early 2020 and
Tanya found herself on furlough.
Without the pressure of going
to her workplace daily she
began to feel a lot happier,
but she still needed to keep
an income. She began to think
of ideas for what she could
do that would allow her to
work from home, incorporate
something she was passionate
about, and that would also
actually be a viable business.
At school Tanya had enjoyed
woodwork, almost finding it
therapeutic, so she began
to form a plan combining her
skills and surprisingly her
pets. Tanya and her extremely
supportive partner, Charlie,
have a couple of chinchillas
as pets and struggled to find
toys and accessories for
them at reasonable prices
in regular pet shops and
online. And, so... Garden
Valley Small Pets was born!
Garden Valley Small Pets
specialises in the very things

25/03/2022 10:36

be able to employ a team of
people that all struggle with
employment due to Autism,
so they can come to work
and be understood and
not have to mask their true
feelings for hours of the day.”
I asked her how she would
feel if this became reality
rather than a dream, and
she said she would then
feel she had accomplished
what she set out to do.
Due
to Tanya’s
solid
determination to turn a
struggle into a positive
business, I think she is
worthy of a mention as a
‘Local Inspiration’ and a huge
asset to our village (and
pets!). - Richard Harrell

BELLS
HAVE RUNG
HERE FOR
OVER 500
YEARS

Jacksdale's Tanya!

they were struggling to find;
toys and accessories for
small pets that also kept
the animal’s minds active.
These items are all made
from scratch by Tanya at
her home in Jacksdale.
She used some of her
furlough money to buy a multi
tool and spent a lot of time
researching what kind of items
would be good to market.
She then began to make
her first item - a shelf for
the chinchilla to sit on whilst
having a nibble on a treat.
People started to hear
about
her
merchandise

through local advertising
and Facebook, and the
orders began to come in.
Using her profit, Tanya
began to invest in better tools
and a branding design for
her business; labels were
designed for packaging and
a website was developed.
This year Garden Valley
Small Pets has entered ‘The
Pet Directory, New Business
Awards’ and this will hopefully
boost
business
further.
Whilst speaking to Tanya I
asked what her ultimate goal
would be and she replied,
“I would eventually like to

We couldn’t let St Patrick’s
Day pass us by without
mentioning the obvious link to
St Patrick’s Church in Nuthall.
Being one of only five
other medieval churches
in
England
dedicated
to St Patrick, Nuthall’s
picturesque local church has
been around in some form
or other since the 1100s.
The
origins
of
it’s
name
are
debated
amongst local historians.
Some believe the first
named “lords of the manor”
of Nuthall, the St Patrick
family (de Patrice), gave
the
church
it’s
name.
Others think that it may
continued on page 16
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Random Acts of Knitting and Crochet Kindness have installed their latest yarn bombing, this time at the intersection of
Maple Drive and Larkfield Road in Nuthall.
The beautiful piece shows support for the Ukraine with blue and yellow colouring and a dove perched on top.
Attached was a note which reads, "Our Thoughts and Prayers are with Ukraine. May God bless you all.", and is signed off as
"Random acts of Knitting and crochet kindness".

continued from page 15
be the other way around,
with the family taking it’s
name from the church.
Many local residents will
be used to hearing the
ringing of St Patrick’s bells.
St Patrick’s Church has had
bells in situ since at least
1553, nearly 500 years ago,
and had an initial ring of 3.
By 1819 this count had
dropped to only 1 lone bell.
However,
this
number
soon recovered when a
new frame was installed
and the original bells were
recast, and their ringing
was heard in unison again.
Additional
bells
have
been added to mark the

coronation of Edward VII
as well as to remember
several
parishioners,
bringing the total to 8.
Big thanks to Marie Roberts

from
the
Southwell
&
Nottingham Church History
Project for the original
research! - Louise Turgoose

St Patricks Church Bell Ringers. Photograph taken in 1963!
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WARNING

The following contains a
number of egg based puns. Discretion is advised.

NG16s Best Dressed Egg 2022!
Have a crack at winning one of our egg-cellent prizes
with our egg-citing Easter egg decorating competition.
Simply decorate an egg, egg shaped object (rugby ball, head,
balloon) or outline of an egg in the best way you
can think of. There's an outline on last page of this magazine.
Then, email a photo of your entry to
competition@thenugget.org.uk
along with the following information...
Full Name
Age
Parents/Carers name (if under 16)
Winners will be announced at the end of April, and all winners will be contacted to arrange prize collection.
Remember; We will never ask for your card details or any form of payment for entry into our Easter competition.

Competition kindly sponsored by
We Love To Create, Kimberley - www.welovetocreate.co.uk

Above shows entries from The Nugget team. Thank you, Rachel, Pete and Sam!
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Girlguiding in Eastwood
and Kimberley Districts




GIRLS CAN DO
ANYTHING WITH
GIRLGUIDING
With
Girlguiding,
girls

have the best experiences.
We
empower
girls
to
go on adventures, have
fun and do their best.
Whoever they are, wherever
they’re from, girls and women
can do amazing things –
we give them the chance.
Through fun, friendship,
challenge and adventure
we empower girls to find
their voice, inspiring them to
discover the best in themselves
and to make a positive
difference in their community.
Girls aged 5 years through to
18 years of age are welcome
to join our units across the
NG16 area. Adult volunteers
are also very welcome to
come and join the fun too!

Jacksdale and Westwood.
To Register your daughter:
https://www.girlguiding.org.
uk/information-for-parents/
register-your-daughter/
To Register as a volunteer:
h t t p s : / / w w w. g i r l g u i d i n g .
org.uk/get-involved/
become-a-volunteer/
register-your-interest/

SLEEPOVER AT
THE DEEP

Learning at The Deep

For Thinking Day 2022
100
Brownies,
Guides
and Rangers, along with
22 leaders from the NG16
area went on an overnight
trip to The Deep in Hull.
Everyone had a great
time
exploring
the
aquarium, making badges
and pencil cases and,

best
front

of
of

all, sleeping in
the fish tanks.

Message from
the Division
Commissioner
I hope that this page has

given you a quick insight
into the valuable work of the
Girlguiding Community within
NG16. I have volunteered
for the last 22 years as my
daughter’s Rainbow unit
was going to close, and
my own daughter is now
a volunteer leader too!
Our volunteers give their
time during term time,
with
weekly
meetings
throughout the NG16 area.
The girls and volunteers
participate in so many
exciting adventures including
sleepovers, residentials and
camps, international trips,
excursions to other cities in
the UK, visits to theatres,
cinemas, clip and climb,
trampolining, and local parks.
There are always badges
too! - Mandy Turgoose.

Having a good time!

There are Rainbow Units (5
to 7 years), Brownies Units (7
to 10 years), Guides (10 to 14
years) and Ranger Units and
Young Leaders (14 to 18 years)
across Awsworth, Nuthall,
Kimberley,
Newthorpe,
Eastwood. Brinsley, Greasley,

NuggetApril.indd 18
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Nuggle Bookshelf
The Nuggle Bookshelf is a section exclusively for local authors
301 Top Tips for Design
Engineers
Written by Chris Morris
Retired local engineer Chris
Moris wanted to share what
he’d learned over his 49 year
long career in engineering.
So, he got stuck in and
itemised 301 valuable lessons
for new Design Engineers.
Chris Morris, now living in
Newthorpe, worked mainly
at the Royal Ordnance
Factory
in
Nottingham
and at JCB Uttoxeter.
The
Royal
Ordnance
Factory, or the Gun Factory
as it was known by local
people, was a large factory
in the Meadows, producing
Defence
equipment
from 1936 until 2001.
During the First World
War it was a National
Projectile
Factory.
Without the effort and skills of
the many Nottingham people
who worked in the factory,
the outcome of these wars
could have been different.
Chris has many tips to
give after working with
so many highly skilled

Nottingham
people.
He
served
a
Craft
Apprenticeship starting in
1967 at the Gun factory,
working on the shop floor,
then worked in the Drawing
Office
using
Computer
Aided Design, as a Design
Contractor, and then as a
Senior Design Engineer at
JCB working in the industry
for a total of 49 years.

I am not this books target
audience. But I purchased it
anyway, and I’m glad I did.

It’s a tribute to methodical,
considerate and thoughtful
ways of working, that
Chris
developed
over
several
decades,
that
can
be
transferred
to
many
industries...
Including
The
Nugget!
www.thenugget.org.uk/301
to
buy
a
copy
for
yourself! - Ben Cropley

Out and About

by Brian Fretwell
Brian Fretwell, Eastwood,
was so impressed with
the photography on the
Eastwood and Kimberley
Out and About Facebook
Group he contacted 4 of the
contributors and organised
the printing of a 300 page book.
Fee Tomlinson set up the
Eastwood and Kimberley
Out and About Facebook
Group in 2016, and says “I
am very proud of both groups
and our very generous
photographers, who brave
all weathers and take such
wonderful photos, and I
am happy for this book to
have our name, Out and
About, to bring our local
countryside to everyone.”
The book features work
by Ivan Dunstan, David
Hodgkinson, Terry Standen
and
Phillip
Wardle.
To order a copy of your
own,
please
contact
Brian
on
email
at
bbfretwell@icloud.com
or by phone on 01773
762900 to order a copy.
The contributors will also
have books available to sell.
Ben
Cropley

One of the many excellent photograph's featured in "Out and About"
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School Takeover

In every issue, we give space to schools
and their students to talk about whatever they want!

"SAVE OUR POLAR
ICECAPS!"
BY LARKFIELDS INFANT SCHOOL

At Larkfields Infant School,
we have been learning
about the polar regions
and
climate
change.
The children have written
news reports about the polar
icecaps and the problems
of global warming. We have
researched different ways to
help the planet and produced
some top tips. If you would like
to help our planet, you could:
EAT LESS MEAT, TURN
YOUR LIGHTS OFF and
USE YOUR CAR LESS!
We also created artwork
in the style of Nerys Levy
and made impasto icebergs!

"A MAGICAL
SPACE FOR
EVERYONE"

BY HORSENDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Artwork by Larkfield's children in the
style of Nerys Levy

Artwork by Larkfield's children in the style of Nerys Levy

Being the home of the only
English Hub – the Flying
High English Hub - in the
East Midlands, Horsendale
makes sure that reading is
at the heart of everything
it does as a school.
The
whole
school
environment is full of books
and the curriculum is textdriven and vocabulary rich.
Children and staff love to
visit the Book Burrow, the
wonderful school library – a
magical space for everyone
to share their love of reading!
Reading for pleasure is
a huge focus, enabling
children to become readers.
Horsendale loves to take part
in National events too, such
as the recent Story-telling
Week and World Book Day.
These events give everyone
the chance to celebrate what
they love doing everyday
– reading for pleasure!

Horsendale students getting stuck
into books!
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MUD, BOOKS AND BABY CHICKS

eggs to chicks with wings!
Our
school
community
rallied together to donate
supplies and clothes to
the Ukraine appeal, which
Taylor’s of Mansfield came
to pick up to take to Poland.
Our Head Boy & Girl and
year 3 children were invited
to take part in a tree planting
activity in Coronation Park
with the Parish Council
for the Queen’s Jubilee.

Florence Nightingale F2s getting stuck into the mud kitchen.

Welcoming chicks into the world!

BY FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE ACADEMY

The children at the Florence
Nightingale
Academy
in Eastwood have been
very busy this term, with
a variety of trips, visitors
and activities happening.
Spring has definitely sprung
with our F2’s being active and
having fun in the mud kitchen.
We have celebrated World
Book Day where the whole
school dressed as their
favourite book characters
and British Science week

where we took part in a live
Life Cycles lesson, watching
a baby calf being born!
In Year 3, the children have
been taking part in practical
maths
lessons,
learning
about area and perimeter.
We welcomed some baby
chicks into school which
were based in Foundation
Stage and in the main
reception and the children
were excited to see their
growth and development from

Are you involved with a school
and want to talk about what
makes it special or share some
of the students work with the
community?
Speak to
rachel@thenugget.org.uk
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WELLYS, HASTINGS
AND THE THEATRE
Kimberley Primary
and Nursery School

Early years (3-5 years old)
have been working on their
team building whilst exploring
the world around them during
their
Welly
Wednesday
Outdoor
Learning.
They’ve
built,
created,
played
and
discovered
during
this
time.
Y1 and Y2 have discovered
being a dancer isn’t just a
hobby for some, as they
watched the Northern Ballet
Company perform Pinocchio
as an introduction to their
ballet lessons next term.
They’ve
also
realised
that you can learn about
history
through
drama
and art, as they created
shields
and
re-enacted
The Battle of Hastings.
Music lessons are also taking
place this term for our younger
children as they learn to play
a variety of instruments.
It’s Science Week during
March and Y3 and Y4 children
have been growing bacteria.
They’ve
taken
swabs
from their hands, feet and
surfaces and put them in petri
dishes to see what grows.
They can’t wait to share
the results with us all. Next
term they will see live theatre
when they go to watch Shrek
as part of their work on
magical creatures in English.
Year 4 also spent time
in
Hathersage.
They
had a marvellous time
and walked many miles.
They travelled on foot, by
train and bus, worked as a
team and enjoyed a night walk.
It
was
a
fabulous
experience
for
all.
Y5 and Y6 are our

Kimberley students enjoying a bit of scientific discovery

engineers of the future as
they designed and created
a model fairground ride.
They’ve used tools to
refine
their
D&T skills
and loved every minute.
They visited the theatre
– after reading ‘Private
Peaceful’
by
Michael
Morpurgo, they saw how the
story was adapted for the
stage when they visited The
Playhouse in Nottingham.
Apply now for nursery
places for 3-year-olds (from
September 2022). 15 or 30
hours weekly in term time.
Contact on 01159385050 for
a visit or more information.

WHAT KIDS
REALLY GET UP
TO IN SCIENCE
LESSONS
Hollywell Primary School

Have you ever wondered
what primary-aged children
learn as part of the Science
curriculum? The children at
Hollywell Primary School
enjoyed taking part in fun
activities, live lessons and
challenging
investigations
This year’s theme was Growth
and here is a quick overview
of our very busy week!
Each year group had different

activities.
The
reception
children had a nature walk to
look for the signs of spring.
Y1 created amazing land
art. Y2 constructed their own
penguin nests. Y3 studied
the formation of fossils. Y4
carried out a very messy
Mentos and Coke experiment
and discussed what happens
during this chemical reaction.
Y5 created some fantastic
models of working volcanoes,
combining
science
and
technology! And our Y6
children focussed on how
our sense of taste changes
as we get older. They carried
out an experiment to count
the number of papillae or
taste buds on their tongues...

Kimberley's Welly Wednesday!
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science during science week.

WORLD BOOK
DAY
Larkfields Junior School

Hollywell students studying "papillae"!

GROWING
DINOSAURS AT
SCHOOL
Mornington Primary School

they have been looking to
grow their own crystals.
They have been looking at
the process of crystallisation
and how we can make our own
EDIBLE crystals using sugar.
YUM! Finally, in Y5/6
the children have had the
opportunity to learn and
understand
the
heart.
The children were even able
to observe a live dissection!
I think it is safe to say that
Mornington
Primary
has
definitely GROWN their love for

To celebrate World Book
Day,
Larkfields
Junior
school asked their children
to create dioramas of their
favourite
book
scenes
with the chance to win a
Waterstones book voucher.
There were some fantastic
entries and Larkfields are
very proud of the creativity
the children have displayed.
The children also had a
lovely time dressing up as
their favourite characters
and
participating
in
activities that celebrated
their love for books and
reading throughout the day.

Mornington Students enjoying an
experiment

British
Science
Week
is
a
celebration
of
everything
STEM.
This
year the theme is ‘Growth’.
At
Mornington
Primary
School
we
have
undertaken a vast array
of scientific experiments.
In EYFS, children researched
how young grow into old,
identifvied
baby
animals
and their scientific names.
In Y1/2 the children have
been growing their own
dinosaurs
and
Triops.
They have investigated
how to nurture them all
the way to adulthood. Y3/4
have been rocking on too-
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Beauvale
Scouting
Providing #SkillsForLife for young people in Eastwood, Kimberley,
Awsworth, Nuthall, Greasley, Brinsley & Underwood

Beauvale Scouting

Hello! Thanks for stopping
by on our second Scouting
takeover, right here in The
Nugget. We love to shout
about the fantastic things
our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
and Explorers get up to and
hope that it inspires many
more to get involved, young
people and adults alike!
If you see
anything in
here that sparks an interest
and makes you want to
get involved, drop Joe
an email to find out how
Scouting can be your new
gateway
to
adventure,
learning opportunities and
creating memories for life!
joe.barker@notts-scouts.org.uk

SOUTH KOREA...
HERE WE COME!

Adventure is at the heart
of what we do in Scouting
and next year, Beauvale
has three young people
and one leader heading to
South Korea for the 25th
World Scouting Jamboree!
Our attendees are Heather,
Emily and Archie who
between them represent
both of Beauvale’s Explorer
Units, Smileys in Kimberley
and Spartans in Greasley,
and Ed, who was successful
in his application to be a unit
leader for this exciting trip
who is also 2nd Kimberley’s
Group
Scout
Leader.
All attendees must raise
£3,600 each to ensure the
fees are covered so keep
your eyes peeled for our
fundraising events on our
social media channels through
Facebook and Instagram.

A
special
thanks
to
everybody who attended
Kimberley Food Festival and
had a go on our tombola.
The
total
amount
raised
was
£345!
Finally, a special mention
to
Eastwood
Morrisons
Community Champion, Julie
for supporting with chocolate
donations to our Jamboree
three’s fundraising efforts!

YES! WE ARE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

One of our aims here
in Beauvale is to provide
Scouting opportunities to
as many young people as
possible, so, we have taken
to social media! Find us on
Facebook and Instagram
under Beauvale District Scouts
and
@beauvalescouts.
Every
like,
follow
and
share
would
be
incredibly
appreciated!

THANK YOU,
EASTWOOD
COMMUNITY
FOOTBALL CLUB

Last month, 3rd Eastwood
Cub Scouts started a project
to connect with another
group of Scouts from Ohio,
USA. As part of this project
the two groups decided to
swap a box of items full of
things that represent their
community and where they
live. Eastwood Community
Football Club were one of
many very kind groups and
organisations
to
donate
something for the box. Zander
Shayler who is ECFC’s

Thanks again, ECFC!

joint first team manager
donated a signed shirt to
the Cubs for their project.

1st GREASLEY GO CAMPING
IN THE PEAK DISTRICT

1st
Greasley
Scouts
enjoyed a three-day winter
walking weekend in the
Peak District National Park
during February half term.
25 Cubs & Scouts and
8 leaders headed to the
wonderful Gradbach Scout
Camp, located close to both
Buxton and Leek, but because
of the nature of the Peak
District countryside it appears
to be in a world of its own!
We stayed in the Farmhouse
on the site, giving us shelter
from Storm Dennis that
hit the country that week.
We
still
managed
to
get some good walks in,
including one in the snow
to Lud’s Church (pictured).
Other activities included
map reading, a glow stick
game in the dark, a disco, a
film night, virtual aeroplane
and
submarine
game.
The Scouts got to choose the
menu before camp around an
Italian and American theme.
We all had an amazing time
despite the weather and the
Scouts getting wet and muddy Elaine
1st
Greasley
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donated
£450
to
the
Ukrainian Refugee Crisis.
The money was raised from
the £15 charged for the stalls
that took part in the event.
Adventure is at the heart of
scouting. Above shows 1st Greasley
walking in the Peak District

CAKES, BOOKS AND FOOD
RAISE OVER £400 FOR
UKRAINIAN
REFUGEE CRISIS

Isabelle Hillam and Orla
Hitchcock raised £200 pound
from 3 cake sales on the corner
of Angus Close, Swingate.
All funds went to support
the Ukrainian Refugee Crisis.

Alice, selling pre-loved books

Elena and Lynsey are
two very proud mums...
and so they should be !
Alice, a secondary school
student, pulled of a feat of
raising £250 to donate to the
Ukrainian Refugee Crisis.
On sale were books suitable
for tots to teens as well as plush
toys and rocket ice-lollys.
Kimberley Food Fetival,
which took place in March,

Isabelle and Orla selling their cakes
for Ukraine

Unleash your child’s
imagination.
“Hey... Smell my potion... Ha! Now you’re
going to turn into a frog!”

Outdoor play for children aged 6m- 5 years.
Trinity Farm Shop & Café, NG16 2RZ
www.bookwhen.com/littlenaturetots
Tell me The Nugget sent you!
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Nuggle's Pantry
Here, our Food and Drinks Ambassador, Laura, talks about her favourite spots in the
NG16 area. Do you want Laura to visit? Get in touch on laura@thenugget.org.uk

THE KIMBERLEY FOOD
FESTIVAL

Ready to start exploring!

For those of you that don’t
know, Sunday 13th March saw
Kimberley host its first ever
food fest and I think it is safe
to say it was a huge success!
The streets of Kimberley
were full of life. So many
local people came out to
support all the fantastic
independent
vendors.
Most vendors completely
sold out by the end of the day,
which after the very difficult
few years businesses have
faced, was fantastic to hear.
I was impressed with the
variety of food on offer.
James Street Car Park
was host to a range of stall
holders - local business
Just Cheese were offering
tastings and a great selection
of cheeses to purchase.
If you like a bit of heat
I
highly
recommend
the ‘Smoked Burner’, a
cheddar packed with chillis.
Having a huge sweet
tooth, I was immediately
drawn to Project Doughnut

who had a mouthwatering
choice
of
doughnuts.
My favourite
being the
‘We Be Jammin’ filled
with jam, dipped in vanilla
fudge icing and Custard
Cream crumbs, and topped
with a Jammy Dodger.
For those chocolate lovers,
The
Beeston
Brownie
Company had an irresistible
range of their homemade
brownies
to
purchase.
The popular Brockleby’s
pies had a range of their
homemade Melton Mowbray
pies for sale and the car park
also saw host to The Jam
Lady who had a tempting
range of homemade jams,

offering
their
unique
Yorkshire pudding wraps.
The roast beef one I had was
packed with tender roast beef,
lovely stuffing and lashings
of gravy, all inside a rolled

Just Cheese's goods!

up giant Yorkshire pudding.
Back-a-Yard cuisine were
offering up a taste of Jamaica
with
their
homemade
stuffed dumplings, jackfruit
jambalaya and spicy chicken.
Chefstef
were
putting
delicious twists on the classic

Project D's Doughnuts

chutneys and marmalades.
As a lemon curd lover, I
was taken by her lime curd
for something a bit different.
Toll Bar Square had a crowd
all day and you simply had
to follow your nose as there
were many tempting smells
wafting from the square.
Blues burger van were

Refuelling at Dandelion

Mac ‘N’ Cheese - the Viva La
Med with pesto, mozzarella
and tomato was a great twist
on the moreish cheesy dish.
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Outside the Gate Inn
was Firehouse pizzas who
proved to be very popular,
but who can resist a wood
fired thin crispy pizza?
Over in Kimberley Parish
Hall were more wonderful
vendors, including Heathers
Bakehouse who were tempting
people with their incredible
homemade
brownies.
It was great to see a
snapshot of what Kimberley
Craft Ales are going to be
offering when they open their
shop soon - they had some
great craft beers and IPA’s.

Kimberley Craft Ales

Eden Nibbles were there to
show off their scrumptious
plant-based treats - the
homemade ‘Sunbutter Cups’
and coconut-based ‘Love
Cups’ were my favourite.
Rutland Tea Company helped
me choose a loose leaf tea
from a lovely looking selection.
Nattyroots
Ital
Juice
were offering tastings of
their health juices - the
passionfruit was refreshing
and a little birdie told me it

YUMMY OATY CHERRY COOKIES
by Mia and Lisa Lowe

"Here is our favourite recipe. We make them gluten and dairy free but I'm
sure they will be just as delicious with regular flour and butter."
Thank you to Rumbletums Cafe, Kimberley, for allowing us to share this!
tasted really good with rum.
Of course, it wasn’t just a
range of stall holders that
were there for our enjoyment.
Some of my favourite
Kimberley café and pubs
were also taking part in the
food fest, opening their doors
specially on a Sunday with
some promoting some special
offers just for the event.
We started off our day
in the always welcoming
Dandelion coffee house,
where their special sausage
cob and a coffee deal
set me up for the day.
A trip to the food fest wouldn’t
have been complete without
popping into Madhatters and
although by the time I made
it up there later in the day
they had sold out of cake,
they were still welcoming
people in for hot drinks and a
place to rest those tired feet.
We felt it necessary to take
a stroll to the Dog House,
where we had a drink to toast
to the success of the day.
I have to mention we
had our four-legged friend
with us who was welcome
in all of these venues.

THINGS YOU NEED
250g of butter or dairy free spread
100g soft brown sugar
50g caster sugar
150g gluten free/self raising flour
225g gluten free/oats
200g cherries
50g raisins
METHOD
Pre heat oven, 180c/160c fan, gas
mark 4
1. line baking sheets with
parchment
2. Beat butter and both sugars
until light and fluffy.
3. Stir in flour and oats and mix well.
4. Add fruit
5. Divide into 18 portions and shape
into balls.
6. Place on baking sheets leaving
plenty of room for spreading.
Flatten slightly with fingertips.
7. Bake for 15-20 minutes until the
cookies are a pale golden colour
but still feel soft in the centre.
8. Cool on baking sheets for 5
minutes then transfer to a wire
rack.
One thing is for sure,
Kimberley is well and truly on
the food map with its great
range of pubs, restaurants
and coffee shops and now
it can add a very successful
food festival to its list and
I, like everyone else that
attended,
am
looking
forward to the next one.

Chefstef's Mac 'n' Cheese
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www.skyprints.co.uk

WALL ART
OF YOUR HOME
FOR YOUR HOME

NO OBLIGATION
TO BUY PHOTOSHOOT
Get started in 3 simple steps...

1.

Book your photoshoot online
or over the phone

2.

We will photograph your home
and send you the images to view

3.

Choose your prints and frames
and let us handle the rest

Digital Copies: £79
Framed Print & Digital Copies: £129

Book online at

Frame: Oak | Style: Artsy

Manufactured in the UK
Free UK Postage
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www.skyprints.co.uk
Or call us on 0330 8181214
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"I ALWAYS
WONDERED IF
I WOULD EVER
GROW UP TO BE
HALF AS GOOD
AS HE WAS"

Belle Leighton shared
her story with Diane, our
Eastwood
Ambassador.
“Hello there, my name is
Belle and I am a British artist
specialising in pencil portraits.
My husband and I and
our two children have
lived
in
Eastwood
for
around four years now.
My art journey began
around 28 years ago in
Staffordshire, where I grew
up. Our local primary school
published a book and my
illustration won the top prize
and became the front cover.
I
continued
drawing
throughout my childhood as
an escape from the realities
of life, often taking inspiration
and encouragement from
my brother and also my
art teacher, the late Mr
John Maycock, who I must
dedicate this article to.
He taught my Dad art,
my brother, and then me.
He was absolutely fantastic
and
I
loved
spending
hours going through books
looking at the incredible
works of the great Masters
of the world with him.
He had such a way with
any medium he put his
hand to. Everything was
completely effortless to him.
I always wondered if I
would ever grow up to be
half as good as he was. I
remember I was particularly
intrigued by the L.S Lowry
paintings and as I moved

through to my teenage years,
Edvard Munch - The Scream
resonated with me deeply.
A few years ago, I was
diagnosed
with
Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Again, my artwork cradled
me as I worked my way
through therapy, reminding
me that something beautiful
can still come from the
darkness
of
the
past.
Now, I am so proud
that my work can make
other
people
happy.
I get such a euphoric rush
when I have finished a piece
of art and I can see all the
highs and lows come together.
I think as an artist, I do tend to
look for the details, the things
people do not usually see.
I feel the emotions of others
and I want to be able to capture
this in whatever I am creating.
I really believe that a good
piece of art should really move
you and make you think, and
hopefully this is what I do.

I am most often asked
to commission drawings
of pets but I am quite
happy
to
undertake
pretty much any subject.
I would like to say thank
you to the people of
Eastwood for taking me in
as one of their own and for
giving me so much support.
I am so proud to represent
such a wonderful community.
You can find me on
Facebook or Instagram, Belle
Leighton Artwork and Gifts.”

Benji the Parson terrier brings his
family so much joy and laughter.

A drawing, by Belle, of someone from Ghana. Commissioned by the subjects
daughter in law as a Christmas gift for her husband who had not seen his
mother for many years since moving to this country.
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Doing our part to
support Local Families

FUN EASTER
ACTIVITIES
FOR KIDS

To make this baby sensory
basket I scouted the house
for anything yellow and big
and safe enough that wouldn’t
matter if baby mouthed it.
In my basket, I placed
wooden
blocks,
silk
scarf,
spoons,
balls,
shakers, and plastic eggs.
I added ducks to give it a
spring theme but you could
go for chicks, bunnies or
whatever you already own.
For slightly older ones play
dough is always a hit. We put
out lollipop sticks, googley
eyes, orange paper, feathers
and pipe cleaners with our
home made yellow play

A baby sensory basket (featuring a renegade foot in the bottom left)

Lots of learning to be had growing
plants

things you’re trying to grow.
Decorating stones is always
a hit. Here we’ve used acrylic
paints to make connect
four (or tic-tac-toe) bugs.
For older ones consider
using decorative pens to
design Easter eggs to hide
in the garden or local area as
a fun but less calorific Easter
hunt. - Rachel Cropley

Playdough with some bits and bobs
to play with

dough to create Easter chicks.
As pointed out in the
gardening section (page
10), planting things has so
much
potential
learning!
Giving children a place of their
own to dig and experiment,
whether in the garden itself
or a tub like this, will allow
them to experiment and learn.
It will also potentially tempt
them away from digging up the

Painting stones
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Decorate me and
enter the competition on page 17!
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PUZZLES

Send answers to the cross word to
competitions@thenugget.org.uk by 15th
May 2022 and be in with a chance to win £50

Well done to Sandra Baker! You got all the
answers correct in Name:
the previous issue, and
£50 is on its way to you!

Complete the crossword puzzle below
1

Crossword

2
3

4

Across
3. Traditional head attire for Easter. (6)
4. You might need this when you go out in April (8).
5. One week before Easter (4,6).
8. Brush your teeth after eating these. (6,4)
10. Easter bakery favourite (3,5,3)
11. Yellow Spring flowers (9).
13. Two days before Easter. (4,6)
14. These are frolicking in Spring (5).
Down
1. Dutch spring flower. (5)
2. Another word for Spring (Latin origins) (6).
6. Clocks do this in Spring (4,7).
7. Supposedly delivers eggs (6,5).
9. This is appearing on trees (7).
12. Spring star sign (5).

5

6

7
8
9
10

11

12

13

14

Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner

Send 3.your
crossword clues to hello@thenugget.org.uk
for the next issue!
Traditional head attire for Easter. (6)
1. Dutch spring flower. (5)
Across

Down

Sudoku

4. You might need this when you go out in April (8).
5. One week before Easter (4,6).
8. Brush your teeth after eating these. (6,4)
10. Easter bakery favourite (3,5,3)
11. Yellow Spring flowers (9).
13. Two days before Easter. (4,6)
14. These are frolicking in Spring (5).

2. Another word for Spring (Latin origins) (6).
6. Clocks do this in Spring (4,7).
7. Supposedly delivers eggs (6,5).
9. This is appearing on trees (7).
12. Spring star sign (5).
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